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other British officials when Mr. Gladstone surrendered the
Transvaal to the Boers after our defeat at Majuba."

Before starting his new career, he took the opportunity of
going home for a holiday, and his stay in England was prolonged
to eighteen months owing to his engagement and marriage. His
bride was the only daughter and heiress of a Major John Margitson
of Ditchingham House, Norfolk, an orphan school-friend of one
of his sisters; she came of the same squirearchy class as the
Haggards, and the match conformed with the conventions of
county society, though Miss Margitson, as a lady of property,
might have been considered to be " doing not too well for herself"
in marrying a younger son. As Haggard emphasised, the word
"heiress" in the reference books is "an elastic term", and though
the Ditchingham estate may have sustained a family in "some-
thing more than comfort" in early Victorian times, its rentals
paid for little more than the upkeep of the house and gardens by
the time Haggard settled there. The pair became engaged before
Christmas, 1879, and hoped to be married by the following April,
but the bride was under age and a ward in Chancery, and though
this department of the law had been cleansed of some of its
cobwebs since the days of Jarndyce versus Jarndyce, its machinery
still creaked tardily, and demanded such costly lubrication that
the Margitson inheritance was depleted by three thousand pounds.
The uncertainty of Haggard's plans also contributed to the delay;
encumbered by the responsibilities of marriage, he no longer took
the same view of reckless optimism towards ostrich farming, and
he deferred to the counsels of prudence and his father by seeking
to re-enter the colonial service. But Shepstone and his other
friends had been transferred from the Transvaal, and the Wolseley
government declined to reinstate him, and rejecting a suggestion
that he should read for the bar with a view to legal practice in
Cape Colony, he at length decided to persevere with the farming
venture.

After his marriage in August, he returned to South Africa
towards the end of 1880 with his wife and two servants, one of
whom, a Norfolk groom, supplied the model for Job in She.
The Boers had taken up arms in the Transvaal, and uncertain of
the advisability of proceeding to Newcastle, Haggard delayed